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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A computer system for generating standardized product 
dataX the computer system comprising: ' ^ 

a\database operable to maintain data for a plurality of 
known products, each known product associated with a respective 
standardised product code; and 

a processing facility coupled to the database, the 
processing facility operable to receive raw data for an 
unidentified product from a plurality of diverse data sources 
each of which has its own separate identifier for the 
unidentified product, to compare the raw data for the 
unidentified produca against the data for the plurality of known 
products, and if ther^e is a match between the raw data for the 
unidentified product and the data for one of the plurality of 
known products, to assign the respective standardized product 
code of the matching knowm product to the unidentified product . 



2. The computer system of Claim 1 wherein: 
the raw data comprises a\raw description for the 
20 unidentified product; 

the data maintained in the\database comprises a separate 

stored description for each of tHp plurality of known products; 

and 

the processing facility is oper>able to a compare the raw 
25 description for the unidentified product against the stored 
descriptions for each of the plurality \pf known products. 
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y. The computer system of Claim 1 wherein: 
tme raw data comprises a number of field values for the 

unidentMied product; 

the clata maintained in the database comprises separate field 

values f or \each of the plurality of known products; and 

the processing facility is to compare a predetermined 

combination or the field values for the unidentified product 

against corresponding field values for each of the plurality of 

known products. \ 

4 . The compuxer system of Claim 1 wherein the processing 
facility is operable\to parse the raw data into a number of 
separate fields values for the unidentified product. 

5. The computer system of Claim 1 wherein the processing 
facility is operable to generate at least one guess as to a known 
product which is a possible match for the unidentified product. 

6 . The computer system of Claim 5 wherein the processing 
facility is operable to generate a confidence measure for the at 
least one guess. \ 

7 . The computer system of Slaim 1 further comprising an 
interface coupled to the processing facility, the interface 
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opWrable to present the assigned standardized product code to an 
anaYyst for auditing. 

^. A method performed on a computer system for generating 
standardized product data, the method comprising: 

maintaining data for a plurality of known products, each 
known proauct associated with a respective standardized product 
code ; \ 

receiving raw data for an unidentified product from a 
plurality of\diverse data sources, each data source having its 
own separate identifier for the unidentified produce- 
comparing \the raw data for the unidentified product against 
the data for tha plurality of known products; and 

if there is\a match between the raw data for the 
unidentified product and the data for one of the plurality of 
known products, assigning the respective standardized product 
code of the matching known product to the unidentified product. 

9. The method of Claim 8 comprising presenting the 
assigned standardized broduct code to an analyst for auditing. 

10. The method of\ci a :i- m 8 comprising parsing the raw data 
into a number of separata fields values for the unidentified 
product . \ 




61 



M-8603 US 

Vl. The method of Claim 8 wherein the raw data comprises a 
raw description for the unidentified product and the maintained 
data comprises a separate stored description for each of the 
pluralitA of known products, and wherein comparing comprises 
5 comparing Vhe raw description for the unidentified product 
against the \stored descriptions for each of the plurality of 
known product sb . 

12 . The method of Claim 8 wherein the raw data comprises a 
10 number of field values for the unidentified product and the 

maintained data comprises separate field values for each of the 
plurality of known products, and wherein comparing comprises 
comparing a predeteAnined combination of the field values for the 
unidentified product ^against corresponding field values for each 
15 of the plurality of krrbwn products. 

13 . The method of Claim 8 comprising generating at least 
one guess as to a known product which is a possible match for the 
unidentified product . \ 

20 \ 

14. The method of Claim 13 comprising presenting the at 
least one guess to an analysA for assigning a standardized 
product code to the unidentified product. 

25 15. The method of Claim 13 wherein the raw data comprises a 

number of field values for the unidentified product and the 
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maintained data comprises separate field values for each of the 
plurality of known products, and wherein generating comprises 
periforming a pattern comparison of the field values for the 
unidentified product against the field values for each known 
5 produca. 



16. computer system for generating standardized product 
data, the computer system comprising: 

a database operable to maintain data for a plurality of 

□ \ 

■ylO known products\ each known product associated with a respective 

m \ 

: ~j standardized product code, the data maintained in the database 

m \ 

Ixl comprising a separate stored description and set of field values 

m \ 

iil for each of the plurality of known products; 

\ 

□ a processing facility coupled to the database and operable 
m \ 

!Ul5 to: \ 

m \ 

5=? receive raw\data for an unidentified product from a 

3 \ 

plurality of divense data sources each of which has its own 

separate identified for the unidentified product, the raw 

data comprising a rato description and set of field values 

20 for the unidentified product, 

compare the raw description for the unidentified 

product against the stored descriptions for each of the 

plurality of known produats, 

if the raw description for the unidentified product 

25 does not match any of the scored descriptions for the 

plurality of known products , \compare a predetermined 
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:ombination of the field values for the unidentified product 
against corresponding field values for each of the plurality 
of\ known products, and 

if the raw description for the unidentified product 
matches a stored description for one of the plurality of 
known products, or if all of the field values for the 
unidentified product match the corresponding field values 
for one ©f the plurality of known products for the 
predetermined combination, assign the respective 
standardized product code of the matching known product to 
the unidentified product. 



17. The computer system of Claim 16 wherein the processing 
facility is operable* to parse the raw data into the fields values 
15 for the unidentified product . 
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18. The computer system of Claim 16 comprising an interface 
coupled to the processing facility, the interface operable to 
present the assigned standardized product code to an analyst for 
auditing . 



19. The computer system of Claim 16 wherein the processing 
facility is operable to generate at least one guess as to a known 
product which is a possible match for the unidentified product. 
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SO. The computer system of Claim 19 wherein the processing 
facility is operable to generate a confidence measure for the at 
least one guess. 

21. The computer system of Claim 20 comprising an interface 
coupled to &he processing facility, the interface operable to 
present the least one guess and confidence measure to an 
analyst for assignment of a standardized product code. 

22 . A method performed on a computer system for generating 
standardized prodmct data, the method comprising: 

receiving raw\data for an unidentified product from a 
plurality of diverse data sources each of which has its own 
separate identifier for the unidentified product, the raw data 
comprising a raw description and set of field values for the 
unidentified product; \ 

comparing the raw description for the unidentified product 
against the stored descriptions for each of the plurality of 
known products; \ 

if the raw description for the unidentified product does not 
match any stored description, comparing a predetermined 
combination of the field values for the unidentified product 
against corresponding field values for each of the plurality of 
known products; and \ 

if the raw description for Vhe unidentified product matches 
a stored description for one of the plurality of known products, 
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or if all [of the field values for the unidentified product match 
the corresponding field values for one of the plurality of known 
products fc>r the predetermined combination, assigning the 
respective /etandardi zed product code of the matching known 
5 product to tihe unidentified product. 
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